WELLESLEY MENNONITE CHURCH ‘\,
INFORMATION SHEET - January 25, 2026 ‘;,

Web Site: www.wellesleymennonite.ca
Pastor: Matthew Bailey-Dick matthew@wellesleymennonite.ca (or 519-656-2700 ext.2)
Elders: Donna J
Dan G
Sandra A
Administrative Assistant: Susan Roes office@wellesleymennonite.ca 519-656-2700 ext.0

For those who are unable to attend in-person worship, you are welcome to join the live service through Zoom.
Join Zoom Meeting https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85140408023

Order of Worship

Welcome and announcements

Land acknowledgement

Musical interlude

Call to worship

Opening prayer

Song — VT #374 “There are many gifts”
Scripture readings: Ephesians 4:1-13

Song — VT #386 “One is the body”

Sermon — The Richness of Christian Unity in Practice
Song — VT #36 “Let us build a house”

Sharing our offerings

Congregational prayer

Song — VT #812 “Sent forth by God’s blessing”
Benediction

AV Techs:

Pianist:

Worship Leader and Congregational Prayer: Matthew Bailey-Dick
Song Leaders:

Sermon:

Please consider taking a turn making coffee and/or a snack for Coffee Time after the service. Sign up
sheet is on the bulletin board.

WMC’s Annual Financial meeting will follow the worship service. Please plan to attend this important
meeting where we review 2025 finances and learn about the 2026 budget. One of the items on the agenda
will be a proposed amendment to WMC Bylaws. Please find more information in your report booklet.
Members who are not able to attend the congregational meeting on January 25 may vote by ballot availa-
ble from Susan at the church office or you may email your vote to Susan at the church office before Jan-
uary 25th.

THIS WEEK See WMC calendar go to: http:/www.wellesleymennonite.ca/calendar/

Monday 6:30-7:45 p.m.— Kids For Christ! Discovering God's Amazing Sea Creation "There is the sea, vast
and spacious, teeming with creatures beyond number - living things both large and small." Psalm 104:25 Come
for songs, stories and crafts. Leah S will be sharing about her work with whales and dolphins.

Birthday Celebrations:
Households of Faith:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS AND EVENTS:

Sunday February 8th: Blind Date with the History Book Working Group. "Blind" refers both to the
fact that you are given very few details about the event and that the working group has so far been operating
only by faith and not by sight. We hope you will make time for this fun and informative event following our wor-
ship service. Watch for more details next week.
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Children’s Story Time: Would you be interested in reading stories to children? This is your invitation to
help with children’s story time during worship services! The worship committee would like to hear from you!
Please contact the church office if interested.

YOUTH NEWS:

CABIN FEVER-Games Night We've been stormed in! While the snow keeps falling outside, nothing beats
staying cozy inside, with games and snacks! WHEN: Friday, January 23rd - 7 to 9 PM WHERE: Crosshill
Mennonite Church. We'll be serving up the hot apple cider and cocoa. Please bring a snack to share!

ANNUAL CROKINOLE TOURNAMENT Join in the fun of our annual Progressive Crokinole Tournament,
where we mix it up to play for prizes and crokinole bragging rights! Friday, February 6th - 7 to 9 PM, Wellesley
Mennonite Church. We will review the rules and give time to practice your flicking skills. Invite your

friends! Please bring a snack to share. Please RSVP by Feb 1st, so we know how many boards to set up!

BROADER AREA NEWS AND EVENTS

We are people of God's peace! January 25 and/or February 22, join Mennonite Action Canada in national communi-
ty phone zaps. We will collectively contact our MPs to urge them to vote in favour of Bill C-233, the “no loopholes” act, to
prevent Canada from seling armaments to Israel and Sudan through the USA. For more infor-
mation: @MennoActionCanada or email: MennoniteActionKW @proton.me

Mennonite Church Canada Armchair Travel! January 27, 7pm (CST). Join Karla Cuca Vasquez, SEMILLA Ambassa-
dor in Guatemala, and several Canadians who have experience the rich cultural and scenic land first-hand. Hear their sto-
ries and travel with them from the comfort of your own home! Join in Zoom meeting here.

Five skilled volunteer fixers will be waiting to help you repair your broken item at the Nith Valley EcoBoosters Repair
Cafe on Saturday, January 31st, 9:30a.m. to 12:30p.m. at Zion United Church, 215 Peel St. New Hamburg. Bring
clothing, knitted and crocheted items, jewelry and books that need repairs. One of our fixers is able to do repairs on bro-
ken household items and simple mechanical or woodworking repairs. Most materials, tools and safety items will be pro-
vided. However, if you know that your item requires specialized materials or tools, please bring them along. This free in-
person community event is intended to reduce waste, pass on valuable skills, and foster community. There will be refresh-
ments and resources on repairs and sustainability. Registration is encourage. Contact nvebrepaircafe@gmail.com

All are welcome to join us for our annual Founders’ Day Chapel, happening at Rockway Mennonite Collegiate
on Thursday, February 12 at 9:15 am. Guests are invited to stay after chapel for our Alumni & Friends Tea & Pastry Re-
ception. For more information and to RSVP, please visit rockway.ca/events.

MDS’ January edition of On the Level is now available. In this edition, you’ll read about the home dedication that took
place in Libau, Manitoba last week. “When bad things happen, good people show up and get you back on your feet.”
That’'s what Sylvia Starr, 70, said on behalf of herself, her husband Jeff, 67, and their two adult sons at the dedication.

MCEC IN PRAYER

Please pray for the MCEC community of congregations. This week we pray for Burning Bush Forest Church and
for Wendy Janzen, who provides leadership to this community. Pray for them as they gather for worship on the third
Sunday of every month, guided by the creek, the hemlock, maples, the changing seasons, and by the Spirit.

Pray for the Joint Council of Mennonite Church Canada as they meet on January 31. Pray for the Holy Spirit's
guidance as they discern God's leading for Mennonite Church Canada. Pray for Anthony Siegrist, MCEC Executive
Minister, Ben Cassels, MCEC Moderator, and Chung Vang, pastor at First Hmong Mennonite Church, who repre-
sent MCEC on this nationwide council.

Pray for the MCEC Creation Care Working Group as they guide our regional church in responding faithfully. Grant
them wisdom, energy and hope as they encourage us toward healing and stewardship of God's creation.

God of peace, we lift our world to You today, longing for healing where there is conflict and hope where there is
fear. Calm anxious hearts, protect the vulnerable, and guide leaders and communities toward justice and reconcilia-
tion. May Your peace take root in us, that we might become instruments of Your compassion in our troubled world.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

We're excited to share that COMPASS Refugee Centre is currently hiring! If you’re passionate about making a difference
and working in a collaborative, community-focused environment, we’d love to hear from you. Click here for more info.

Head Cook Position — Silver Lake is searching for a special someone to join the team this summer in this high-energy
and meaningful role. Visit simc.ca/staff for a full job description.
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

The Mennonite Story, located in the log cabin at the St. Jacobs Farmers Market, is looking for individuals volun-
teer: 1. Assisting at The Mennonite Story by greeting visitors, answering questions, showing a video about the Old Or-
der Mennonites, and explaining Mennonite history and today's culture. 2. Serving as a tour guide for the country wag-
on tours from the market and back. 3. Tour guide on our Mennonite Country Tours (by bus) for bus tours coming
through our area. Shifts are typically three hours long and take place Tuesdays from June to the end of August, as well
as Thursdays and Saturdays year-round. Bus tours are Monday - Saturday, and typically two hours long. If interested
please contact EImeda Weber mennonitestory@gmail.com

OFFERING REPORT - January 18, 2026
Total Offering (budget): $2046.00

Sunday Offering: $505.00

E Transfers: $350.00

PAO Offering: $1191.00

Above Budget Donations:
Wellesley Food Cupboard: $350.00

THANK YOU NOTE:

The family of Christopher Thomas Franklin extends our humble and heartfelt gratitude to the many individuals
and organizations who supported us during the recent and tragic loss of our son, grandson, nephew, and cousin. Chris-
topher died tragically on Monday, November 10, 2025, in a horrific car accident in Morgantown, West Virginia, while
returning with his family from a Caribbean cruise, at the tender age of nine.

We first wish to thank the first responders at the scene and the staff at the Morgantown hospital who valiantly
tried to save Christopher. We are deeply grateful to those who used every skill and effort to save the life of his brother,
Owen (age 8 ), and to care for his mother, father, and sister Emma (age 5), all of whom sustained varying degrees of
injury. Your compassion, professionalism, and care will never be forgotten.

To our church family of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Kitchener, Hamilton, Stoney Creek,
and Morgantown: we have formed lasting friendships with so many of you, and it is difficult to imagine how we would
have endured this time without your support. Although we had not previously met those in the Morgantown congrega-
tion, your immediate outreach through prayer, fasting, priesthood blessings, and daily acts of Christ-like love and minis-
tering over more than a month meant more to us than words can express.

We extend our sincere thanks to the funeral homes and their staff in both Morgantown and Kitchener, who went
above and beyond in caring for Christopher and our family. We are especially grateful for providing Christopher’s moth-
er the opportunity to say goodbye while she was still hospitalized in Morgantown, and for the professional services that
made it possible to bring Christopher home to Canada, where he was laid to rest in Wellesley. We also thank the many
funeral homes throughout the Waterloo Region who generously donated financial support, either by cheque or through
the GoFundMe account. This generosity truly reflects how communities come together during times of deep personal
crisis.

A special thank you to the citizens of Wellesley who took it upon themselves to establish a fund to assist Chris-
topher’s family with additional expenses both in West Virginia and at home. We are also deeply thankful to the many
church communities throughout the Wellesley area for their love and spiritual care. Gifts of food, handmade quilts, sym-
pathy cards, kind words, humble prayers, blue ribbons, and gathering at St. Mark’s Cemetery in support of the family
meant so very much to us. We are also grateful to the Waterloo Regional Police Service for escorting Christopher from
the funeral service in Hamilton to Wellesley. These acts of kindness are humbling and truly reflect the light of Christ.

To the many people near and far—many of whom we have never met—who donated to the GoFundMe account,
we offer our sincere thanks. Your generosity has helped cover medical expenses not covered by insurance, as well as
daily living expenses while Christopher’s parents remain off work for many months.

We are grateful that Owen and his mother were released from the hospital in Morgantown prior to Christmas and
were able to return to Canada on a medical flight. Owen’s mother has since been discharged from a Hamilton hospital.
Owen remains at McMaster Children’s Hospital in Hamilton, where he will continue to receive care for many more
weeks. He will then most likely transition to a children’s rehabilitation centre in Toronto for an undetermined period be-
fore returning home.

Finally, and above all, we express our gratitude to our Father in Heaven and His Son, Jesus Christ, for the
strength, comfort, and countless blessings received during this most difficult time.

Christopher W. Franklin
Futher-Franklin Funeral Home, Wellesley
On behalf of the entire Franklin Family

Check out and follow WMC on facebook and Instagram
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